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comic relief was suppressed after the first performance,
and the final scene was subsequently rewritten in an-
other form. The play proved a valuable addition to our
repertoire for the spring tour which followed our season
at the Avenue Theatre.
Negotiations had been proceeding during these days
for a visit to the United States in the autumn, under the
management of Messrs. Klaw and Erlanger, whither
we sailed after paying visits to Dublin, Manchester and
Liverpool for the purpose of settling the company in
their parts for the American tour and for the production
in Dublin of a more fully developed version of The
Children of the King? which we thought would be in-
teresting to audiences in the States.
We had purposed including After All, and I had read
the play to Marcus B. Mayer, who was to act as advance
representative through our American tour. - It was a hot
afternoon. Bees droned through the open windows and
lulled the senses of my listener into a sweet tranquillity
which I saw would soon deepen into slumber. I
fought the growing somnolence with all the arts at my
command; made sudden and dramatic pauses in my
reading, which caused Marcus to lift a heavy Jewish
eye-lid in bleared enquiry. I pounced upon any
opportunity for raising my voice, even to a shout, in
order to startle him into interest; but by the last act he
was peacefully snoring. In that final act, there occur
the following lines:
Aram (after his confession of guilt, reflecting upon the
efforts he had made to shirk the truth).
" We try to buy God off with copper, but he will
have the silver and the gold, He will have
our raiment and our bodies, He will have
our naked souls!"
*The title of this play was subsequently changed into The Children of
Kings, which was, of course, a more accurate rendering of Komgs Kinder
than the title adopted by Mr. Carl Armbruster in the Court Theatre version.